Welcome to Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
August 30, 2026
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his
suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. When
Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the
disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial
love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the
lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a
community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our
suffering world.

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is
“We share God’s Love”.

LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection. We
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.

Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.

Passing of the Peace: 1t 1s ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a
handshake.”

Physical Distancing: 1t 1s still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space
yourselves accordingly.

Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kid’s bags in the back of the sanctuary.

Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type.



PRELUDE

Gathering

Land Acknowledgement

We, the congregation of Lord of Life Lutheran Church acknowledge
and honor the Peoria, Bodwéwadmi (Potawatomi), Myaamia, O¢héthi
Sakoéwin, Kaskaskia, and Kiikaapoi (Kickapoo) peoples, upon whose
ancestral homelands we gather for worship this morning, as well as
all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for this
place - this land - and call it their home.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God,

whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace.

In Christ’s name we pray,

Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary



and are carrying heavy burdens,
and [ will give you rest.”
In the name of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth

1  For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

2 For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

3 For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight:

Refrain
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

4 For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

5  For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
and also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering
for the sake of the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the
path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



All are seated

Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the
heaviness of God’s hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness.
God'’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be
allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is
strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.”

150 LoRD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16Y our words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O LoRD, God of hosts.
17T did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18" Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.

19 Therefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
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and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It 1s they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.
0 And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
> T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 26:1-8

! Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
>Test me, O LORD, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes;
I have walked faithfully with you.
“I have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
3T have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked.
T will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds.
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SILORD, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides.

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians
and non-Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior.
When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions
and attitudes of others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

? Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is
good; '’ love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in
showing honor. ! Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the
Lord. '* Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in
prayer. ° Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to
strangers.

14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse
them. '° Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who
weep. ° Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. !’ Do
not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in
the sight of all. '®If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; |
will repay, says the Lord.” ? Instead, “if your enemies are hungry,
feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” *! Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands as they are comfortable
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Alleluia. May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of
our hearts, so that we may know the hope to which God has called

us. Alleluia. (Eph. 1:17, 18)
THE GOSPEL READING: Matthew 16:21-28

The holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2l From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the
Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be

raised. ** And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying,
“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” > But he
turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance
to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on

human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. * For
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those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their
life for my sake will find it. 2° For what will it profit them if they gain
the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return
for their life?

27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of
his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been
done. *® Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

All are seated.
SERMON Pastor Adam Dowd

(Leave Blank)



HYMN OF THE DAY The Seeker Dolly Parton

Response to the Word
The assembly stands as they are comfortable.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of
the Apostle’s Creed:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

All are seated.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

For the church in every land, that its mission and ministry is anchored
in the love of Christ. When threats or challenges arise, teach us to
take up our cross and follow you in faith. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your creation, that all that lives and grows on
the earth may thrive. Bring relief to areas ravaged by droughts,
floods, fires, storms, and other disasters. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations and all in authority, that they seek to live in peace
with one another. Bless the work of international and diplomatic
organizations and all who work to bring peace to a world scarred by
violence. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all those in need, that they be satisfied. Ensure all your children
have safe access to food, water, shelter, and medical care. Bring
healing to all who bear wounds in body, mind, and spirit especially
for Margie, Nancy, Linda, Lee Ann, Jenna, Art, Vernette, Roberta,
Judy, Linda, Paul, Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, and Gale. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For the congregation gathered here to serve you, that they remain
strong in faith and united in purpose. Guide our committees, study
groups, and other meetings toward honesty and humility, always
seeking genuine love. Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

For the faithful departed, that their witness continues to strengthen
and guide the church. Renew our hope in your promises in this life
and the life to come. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with

phrases like “Peace be with you.” If you have your phone available,
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alones

OFFERING AND PRAYER

The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts,
ourselves included, God has given us.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.
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Meal

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
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LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “SING ” the prayer that
Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION

All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your
communion elements.

We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come

forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most
accessible for you.

SONG DURING COMMUNION

15



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer,
one God,

bless, heal, and hold you
today and always.

May the Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy,

The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen

SENDING HYMN Blest Be the Tie That Binds ELW 656

1  Blest be the tie that binds
our hearts in Christian love;
the unity of heart and mind
1s like to that above.

2 Before our Father's throne
we pour our ardent prayers;
16



our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

3 We share our mutual woes,
our mutual burdens bear,
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain,
and sin we shall be free;
and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission

Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland

We thank you for your ministry here today:

Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Dowd

Assisting Minister Judy Padera

Lector Sue Tomaszek

Pianist Nick Tangorra

Guitarist Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd
Greeters Arlene Danielson

Ushers Ray Silhan III and Bruce Danielson

Acolyte Alice Tangorra

Video Arlene Danielson and Sherry Sejnost

17



Announcements
8-30-2026

Wine and Candles this month are provided by Mark Alterson and
Byron Levan in celebration of their 22nd anniversary.

Rummage Sale - Friday and Saturday, Sept 11th and 12th - Time:
8:00 —2:00

Donations needed: Clothing, shoes, coats, purses, jewelry,
household items, small electrical appliances, tools, holiday

decorations, Knick knacks, books, toys, sports goods, and games.
And baked goods for the bake sale.

Donation Drop off Times: Drop off rummage sales items at LOL
before /after services starting August 16. Drop off Baked Goods
Thursday, Sept 10 in the afternoon.

Volunteers needed: See sign-up sheet in Narthex.

Extra items needed: Need clothing racks, hangers, boxes, and
plastic bags for sale.

PRESALE ALL MEMBERS OF LORD OF LIFE AND LOVING
WORD CAN PARTICIPATE IN PRESALES ON SUNDAY, SEPT
6 STARTING AT 11 AM.

Lunch Bunch We will meet at Public Landing, 800 West 8th Street,
Lockport on Tuesday, September 8th at 11:30 AM. If you are
interested in attending, please RSVP to Marilynn Sells at 630-927-
9996. Please plan to pay with cash, as cash is preferred by the
restaurant.

Looking for Singers Gloria Dei has asked Lord of Life to join them
for their Reformation Hymn Festival on Sunday, October 25th at 4

pm. They are looking for people to join the choir. There will be choir
18




rehearsals at Gloria Dei on Wednesday, October 21 from 7-9 pm

and Saturday, October 24, 10 am-noon.

Last Week’s Giving — $ 3,155.00
Electronic Donation for the month of June - $973.53

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE

Sunday 8/30
Tuesday 9/1
Wednesday 9/2
Friday 9/4
Saturday 9/5
Sunday 9/6

10:00 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
10:00 AM
5:00 PM
7:00 PM
9:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM

Worship

Loving Word
Overeaters Anonymous
Bible Study

RIC Meeting

One Day at a Time
Cards

SDA

Worship

Loving Word

Lord of Life Lutheran Church

Pastor Adam Dowd

630-323-3161

lolpastoradam@gmail.com

cell: (952) 465-4300

725 75+ St., Darien IL 60561 e-mail: LordLifeSec@gmail.com
web: LordofLifeDarien.org
Please call the church office first if you need something.
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