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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 

May 17, 2026 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with 
the disciples in the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to 
transform the church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus 
prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. Amid 
religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that 
Jesus had with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to 
live our faith in the world, eager for the unity that God intends 
for the whole human family. 

 
Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is “We share God’s Love”.  
 
LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection.  We 
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve 
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender 
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic 
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and 
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part 
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.  
 
Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual 
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people 
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to 
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a 
handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides 
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space 
yourselves accordingly.  
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
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PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! 
Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Merciful God, 
you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. 
We thank you for the waters of creation: 
morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 
We thank you for the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 
who accompanies us on our journeys. 
We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. 
Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. 
You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 
and for making us a new creation. 
We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN            Bind Us Together                       WOV 748 
        
Refrain 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
With cords that cannot be broken 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
Bind us together in Love 
 
Verse 1 

There is only one God, 
There is only one King 

There is only one Body, 
That is why we sing.  
 
Refrain 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
With cords that cannot be broken 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
Bind us together in Love 
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Verse 2 

You are the family of God 

You are the promise divine 

You are God’s chosen desire 

You are the glorious new wine. 
 
Refrain 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
With cords that cannot be broken 
Bind us together, Lord 
Bind us together 
Bind us together in Love 

 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended 
to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering 
and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful 
presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
All are seated 
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Word 
First Reading:  Acts 1:6-14 
 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the 
outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen 
Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in 
which he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is 
this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He 
replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted 
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and 
they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.” 
 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 
which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they 
had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they were 
staying: Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 
Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were constantly devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary 
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm:  Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
 
 1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
  let those who hate God flee. 
 2 As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
  as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at 
the presence of God. 
 3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one 
who rides the clouds; 
  I AM is that name, rejoice before God!   
 5 In your holy habitation, O God, 
  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into 
freedom; 
  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 7 O God, when you went forth before your people, 
  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the 
presence of God, the God of Sinai, 
  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 10 Your people found their home in it; 
  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the 
poor.  
 32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
  sing praises | to the Lord. 
 33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 34 Ascribe power to God, 
  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
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 35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
 
Second Reading:  1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of 
others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the designs of evil when we 
experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace 
will strengthen and guide us. 
 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 
among you to test you, as though something strange were happening 
to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so 
that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on 
you. 
 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, 
so that he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, 
because he cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a 
roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, looking for 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know 
that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 
kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have suffered for a little while, 
the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, 
will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him 
be the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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The assembly stands as they are comfortable 
 

 
 
Alleluia. I will not leave you orphaned, says the Lord. I am coming 
to you. Alleluia. (John 14:18) 
 
THE GOSPEL READING: John 17:1-11 
 
The holy scriptures according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up 
to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so 
that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority 
over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth 
by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, Father, 
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me 
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they 
have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have 
given me is from you, 8 for the words that you gave to me I have 
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 
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came from you, and they have believed that you sent me. 9 I am 
asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been glorified in 
them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your 
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
All are seated. 
  
SERMON            Forgiven People     Pastor Adam Dowd 
 
(Leave Blank)  
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HYMN OF THE DAY              Holy      Jamilia Woods  
 
Response to the Word   
The assembly stands as they are comfortable. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of 
the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
All are seated. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy 
Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, 
nurture plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and 
guide us to care for all you have made. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in 
political leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who 
care for others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God, 
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receive our prayer. 
 
Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and 
relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, 
comfort those living with memory loss and their families, and heal 
the sick especially Leeann, Jenna, Art, Vernette, Roberta, Judy, 
Linda, Paul, Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, and Gale. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless 
those experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, 
retirement, new employment, and accompany us in our prayers 
during these times. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by 
the steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may 
be confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with 
phrases like “Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available, 
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alone. 
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OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, 
ourselves included, God has given us.  
 

 
 
Merciful God, 
accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. 
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day 
when we will hunger and thirst no more. 
Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, 
that goodness and mercy may follow us 
and bless the world you love. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

Meal 
 
The assembly stands as they are comfortable. 

 
PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER… 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, 
and great is the majesty of your glory. 
  
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
  
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
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This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and 
ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “PRAY” the prayer that 
Jesus taught us: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your 
communion elements. 
 
We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come 
forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most 
accessible for you. 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Holy One, 
through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. 
Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 
to love our enemies, 
and to bring your healing to the nations. 
In the name of Jesus, 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, 
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 
bless you now and forever. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you,   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen  
 
SENDING HYMN                   Thine the Amen                       ELW 826 

   
1 Thine the amen thine the praise 
 alleluias angels raise 
 thine the everlasting head 
 thine the breaking of the bread 
 thine the glory thine the story 
 thine the harvest then the cup 
 thine the vineyard then the cup 
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 is lifted up lifted up. 
 
2 Thine the life eternally 
 thine the promise let there be 
 thine the vision thine the tree 
 all the earth on bended knee 
 gone the nailing gone the railing 
 gone the pleading gone the cry 
 gone the sighing gone the dying 
 what was loss lifted high. 
 
3 Thine the truly thine the yes 
 thine the table we the guest 
 thine the mercy all from thee 
 thine the glory yet to be 
 then the ringing and the singing 
 then the end of all the war 
 thine the living thine the loving 
 evermore evermore. 
 
4 Thine the kingdom thine the prize 
 thine the wonder full surprise 
 thine the banquet then the praise 
 then the justice of thy ways 
 thine the glory thine the story 
 then the welcome to the least 
 then the wonder all increasing 
 at thy feast at thy feast. 
 
5 Thine the glory in the night 
 no more dying only light 
 thine the river thine the tree 
 then the Lamb eternally 
 then the holy holy holy 
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 celebration jubilee 
 thine the splendor thine the brightness 
 only thee only thee. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 
 
We thank you for your ministry here today: 
Presiding Minister                                                Pastor Adam Dowd 
Assisting Minister             Dan Buchman 
Lector      Judy Padera 
Pianist       Nancy Urban 
Guitarist      Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd 
Greeters      Marlene Carlson 
Ushers      Marilynn Sells and Debbie McNichols 
Acolyte       Alice Tangorra 
Video                                                                   Roberta Sejnost and Sherry Sejnost 

 
Announcements  

 5-17-2026 
 

Wine and Candles this month are provided by Bob and Elsy 
Eggert. 

Senior Spirits We will meet on Thursday, May 21, 2026 at noon. 
We will have our usual Potluck lunch and as always everyone is 
welcome! Any questions please call Marilynn at 630-927-9996 

Pentecost Next Sunday we celebrate Pentecost, the day the Spirit 
moved with wind and flame. You’re invited to wear red as a sign of 
that same Spirit alive in us today. 
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Outdoor Worship Join us as we take our worship outside on the 
second Wednesday of the month, May 27th at 6:30 pm. We’ll gather 
under the open sky to celebrate God’s presence in His creation. Invite 
your friends and family to this special time of praise and fellowship. 

Kane County Cougars It is All Faiths Night at the Kane County 
Cougars on June 12th. Tickets at $13.00 for reserve seats and 
parking, at the end of the game there will be post-game fireworks, 
and you are able to run the bases. If you are interested, please sign up 
in the Sanctuary.   

Last Week’s Giving – $1605.57 
Electronic Donation for the month of April - $524.62 

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 

Sunday         5/17  10:00 AM  Worship  
12:00 PM  Loving Word 

Tuesday       5/19  5:00 PM  Overeaters Anonymous 
     7:00 PM  Church Council 
Wednesday 5/20  10:00 AM  Bible Study 
   12:00 PM  Evangelism Meeting 

7:00 PM     One Day at a Time  
Thursday  5/21  12:00 PM  Senior Spirits 
Friday          5/22  9:30 AM    Cards 
Saturday  5/23  9:00 AM  SDA  
Sunday         5/24  10:00 AM    Worship  

12:00 PM    Loving Word 
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