Welcome to Lord of Life
Lutheran Church
May 3, 2026
Fifth Sunday of Easter

- As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel
includes Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his
followers in his Father’s house. Our baptism commissions us to share
Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a holy
people, called to proclaim the one who called us out of darkness into
light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen Christ—our way,
our truth, our life.

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is “We share God’s Love”.

LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection. We
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.

Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.

Passing of the Peace: 1t is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a
handshake.”

Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space
yourselves accordingly.

Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.

Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the following pages.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type.
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type.



PRELUDE

Holy Baptism

PRESENTATION

God, who i1s rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living
hope through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word, God
delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus
Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ,
anointed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God’s mission
for the life of the world.

Sponsor presents the candidate:
I present Henry R Slonek for baptism.

The presiding minister addresses parents.

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do
you desire to have your children baptized into Christ?

Response: 1 do.

As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are
entrusted with responsibilities:
to live with them among God's faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper,
teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten
Commandments,
place in their hands the holy scriptures,
and nurture them in faith and prayer,
so that your children may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace.



Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and
life?
Response: I do.

The presiding minister addresses sponsors:

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian
faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help them live in
the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church?
Response: 1 do.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly:

People of God, do you promise to support Henry and pray for him in
his new life in Christ?

Response: We do.

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess
the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

I renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling
forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood
you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your
people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was
baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism



of Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin
and death and raise us up to live in you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those
who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To

you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the

unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

BAPTISM

Henry R Slonek, I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized. Alleluia.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the
Holy Spirit you give your children new birth, cleanse them from sin,
and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Henry with the gift of your
Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of
the baptized.

Henry child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and
marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.



WELCOME
A lighted candle may be given to the newly baptized.

Let your light so shine before others
that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father in heaven.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the body of Christ

and into the mission we share:

join us in giving thanks and praise to God

and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

GATHERING HYMN. O Jesus, I Have Promised.

1 O Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my master and my friend.
I shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

2 Oh, let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near.
I see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds I hear.
My foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, then draw nearer
to shield my soul from sin.
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3 Oh, let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still
above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.
Now speak to reassure me,
to hasten or control;
now speak and make me listen,
O Guardian of my soul.

4 O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you
that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised
to serve you to the end;
oh, give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
and also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the
life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his
commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.



All are seated

Word

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen by the apostles to serve
tables so that the apostles could be free to serve the word (Acts 6:1-
6). Stephen does more than distribute food, however. For his
preaching of God’s word, he becomes the first martyr of the faith.

>3 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of

God. *®“Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of God!” *’ But they covered their
ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. >® Then
they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, and the
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named

Saul. > While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” ® Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud

voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said
this, he died.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

'In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
*Incline your ear to me;
make haste to deliver me.
> Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my
crag and my stronghold;
for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.
*Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
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for you are my tower of strength.
> Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
1S My times are in your hand;
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.
16 Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10

Christ is the cornerstone of God'’s saving work and the foundation of
our lives. We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously

celebrate and declare the mercy of God we experience through Jesus
Christ.

? Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it
you may grow into salvation * if indeed you have tasted that the Lord
is good.

* Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let
yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. ® For
it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
"'This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
and
“A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
9
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They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined
to do.

? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s own people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

19Once you were not a people,
but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands as they are comfortable
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Alleluia. 1 am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. Alleluia. (John 14:6)

THE GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-14

The holy scriptures according to John, the fourteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Do not let your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? °> And if I go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I
am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to the place
where I am going.” ° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know
where you are going. How can we know the way?” ¢ Jesus said to
him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. ’ If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” ® Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen
the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? ' Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father 1s in me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells
in me does his works. '! Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. ' Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than
these, because I am going to the Father. ° T will do whatever you ask
in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. * If in my
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
All are seated.

SERMON Pastor Adam Dowd

(Leave Blank)
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HYMN OF THE DAY How He Loves Us David Crowder Band

Response to the Word
The assembly stands as they are comfortable.

THE NICENE CREED

With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of
the Nicene Creed:

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead,

12



and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

All are seated.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone.
Inspire lay leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim
forgiveness and your steadfast love to all whom they encounter.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas,
mountains and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of
pollution and climate disaster. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to
be instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and
organizations to be agents of compassion and raise up advocates for
those who seek refuge and assistance. Merciful God,
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receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who
grieve, provide for any in need, and comfort those who are

sick especially Leeann, Jenna, Art, Vernette, Roberta, Judy, Linda,
Paul, Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, and Gale. Instill caregivers with a
sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful

God,
receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual
support and to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence
known among those unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your
people, so that we are never separated from you. We give you thanks
for the faithful departed who witnessed to your mighty acts in word

and deed. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen
Savior.

Amen.

THE PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with
phrases like “Peace be with you.” If you have your phone available,
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alone.

14



OFFERING AND PRAYER

The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts,
ourselves included, God has given us.
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Merciful God,

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.
You have set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day
when we will hunger and thirst no more.

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus,

that goodness and mercy may follow us

and bless the world you love.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.
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Meal

The assembly stands as they are comfortable.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER...

It 1s indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and 1n all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and
ascension,

and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us “Sing” the prayer that
Jesus taught us:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.

COMMUNION

All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your
communion elements.

We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come

forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most
accessible for you.

SONG DURING COMMUNION
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

Sending

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

bless you now and forever.

May the Lord bless you and keep you,

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy,

The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.
Amen

SENDING HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW 377

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen!
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!
Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever!
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!
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Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center
telling the story to open our eyes;
breaking our bread, giving us glory:
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.

Refrain
Jesus 1s risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches;
life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;
heaven to earth, Christ to the people,
gift of the future now flowing to me.

Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent:
death put asunder, and Easter is bright.
Cherubim sing: O grave, be open!
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.

Refrain
Jesus 1s risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

5  City of God, Easter forever,
golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,
river of life, saints and archangels,
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sing with creation to God the I AM!

Refrain
Jesus is risen and we shall arise.
Give God the glory! Alleluia!

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission

Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland

We thank you for your ministry here today:

Presiding Minister Pastor Adam Dowd

Assisting Minister Bob and Elsy Eggert

Lector Art Kardatzke

Organist Rosita Yao

Guitarist Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd

Greeters Arlene Danielson

Ushers Joy Prueter and Bruce Danielson

Acolyte Judy Padera

Video Arlene Danielson and Sherry Sejnost
Announcements

5-3-2026

Wine and Candles this month are provided by Bob and Elsy
Eggert.

Flowers today are provided by Art and Janet Kardatzke in honor
of Janet’s birthday.

Treat Table We will be having a treat table after today’s service to
celebrate Daughter’s Day.
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Bingo Night — May 8™ at 6:30 pm Join us for a fun-filled evening of
Bingo, fellowship and prizes! Whether you’re a season player or new
to the game, all are welcomed to enjoy the excitement. Bring your
lucky charms, invite a friend, and get ready for an unforgettable
night. Please bring a dish to share for a potluck dinner.

Spread Mulch Our church grounds are ready for a spring refresh,
and we need your help! Join us on Saturday, May 9, at 9:30 AM as
we gather to spread mulch and beautify our flower beds and
walkways.

Kane County Cougars It is All Faiths Night at the Kane County
Cougars on June 12th. Tickets at $13.00 for reserve seats and
parking, at the end of the game there will be post-game fireworks,
and you are able to run the bases. If you are interested, please sign up
in the Sanctuary.

Lunch Bunch We will meet at Chucks, 8025 Cass Avenue, Darien,
on Tuesday, May 12th, at 11:30 AM. If you are interested in
attending, please RSVP to Connie Kilros at 708-296-3786. Please
plan to pay with cash, as cash is preferred by the restaurant.

Please pray for members:

Leeann Swanson Jenna Suda Art Sejnost
Vern Sima Kerry Spitznagle Roberta Sejnost
Judy Padera Linda Matta Paul Ristau
Toni Blesy Jim Eckwall Caryl Schaer
Gale Dyskie

A full list of relatives, friends, and military personnel for whom
we pray is emailed weekly on Friday.

Last Week’s Giving — $3105.00
Electronic Donation for the month of April - $524.62

23



Sunday
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Wednesday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE

5/3

5/5
5/6
5/8

5/9

5/10

10:00 AM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM
10:00 AM
7:00 PM
9:30 AM
6:30 PM
9:00 AM
9:30 AM
12:30 PM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
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Worship
Daughters’ Day
Loving Word
Overeaters Anonymous
Bible Study

One Day at a Time
Cards

Bingo

SDA

Spread Mulch
SDA Luncheon
Worship

Loving Word



	Fifth Sunday of Easter
	PSALM:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
	SECOND READING:  1 Peter 2:2-10
	THE GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-14
	PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
	SENDING HYMN           Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!               ELW 377
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