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Welcome to Lord of Life 
Lutheran Church 
October 26, 2025 

Reformation Sunday 
   

 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be 
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. 
We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free 
every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given 
to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more 
fully in worship and mission. 
 

Welcome: Lord of Life Lutheran Church’s long-standing credo is “We share God’s Love”.  
 
LoL provides a welcoming and safe place for worship, comfort, solace, and reflection.  We 
are called by Jesus to love God and one another: to practice radical hospitality, and to serve 
all without reservation, stipulations or regard to your race, ethnic background, age, gender 
expression or identity, sexual orientation, physical and mental abilities, socioeconomic 
position, family status, or where you are in your faith journey. You are a unique and 
beloved child of God. We welcome you to join us in worship and communion and be part 
of our commitment to anti-racism, social and economic justice and environmental care.  
 
Worship: Communion: All are welcome to share in Holy Communion. Individual 
packets available near the entrance to the worship center.  
Passing of the Peace: It is ok to greet those sitting near you. Please remember people 
have different levels of personal space which may vary from day to day and situation to 
situation. You can be respectful by asking, “May I hug you?” or “Would you like a 
handshake.”   
Physical Distancing: It is still important to be aware of distancing. Pews along the sides 
of the church near the stained-glass windows are for people who want space; please space 
yourselves accordingly.  
 
Children Welcome: Kids of all ages are welcome in service, and we celebrate their 
joyful wiggles and giggles! There are kids bags in the back of the sanctuary.  
 
Information, service & liturgy instructions are shown in italic or bold italic type on the 
following pages. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the leaders are shown in plain type. 
Portions of the liturgy spoken by the assembly are shown in bold type. 
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PRELUDE 
 
Gathering 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
GATHERING HYMN   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God     ELW 504 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
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 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
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 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
and also with you. 
 
All are seated 
 
MEMORY VERSE 
 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.”         
                  John 3:16 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit 
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old 
covenant it will expect the people to live upright lives. To know 
the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy 
(Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because 
the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in 
a God who forgets. 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or 
say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will 
forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 
Word of God, word of life.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 46 
 
  1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
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 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns 
the shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 
earth.” 
 11 The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
Second Reading:  Romans 3:19-28 
 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther 
and other Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves 
right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s 
death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who 
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be 
justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 
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  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the 
righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously 
committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own 
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has 
the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what 
kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For 
we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 
by the law. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.   
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
The assembly stands as they are comfortable 
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Alleluia. If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free. Alleluia. (John 8:31-32) 
 
THE GOSPEL READING:   John 8:31-36 
The Holy Gospel according to John, the eighth chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in 
my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, 
and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent 
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
All are seated 
 
SERMON                                           Pastor Joyce Gulliford 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Canticle of the Turning           Rory Cooney 
 
Response to the Word   
The assembly stands as they are comfortable. 
 
THE APOSTLE’S CREED 
 
With the whole Church, let us confess our faith using the words of 
the Apostle’s Creed: 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

All are seated. 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be 
transformed by your word. Direct your church to be united in word 
and deed so that all creation knows the uniting and transforming 
power of the gospel. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
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Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. 
Guide those who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and 
care for endangered species throughout the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not 
the norm on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for 
peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and 
purpose. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to 
people who are incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing 
housing or employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. 
Heal those who are ill especially for David, Mark, Art, Aimee, 
Donna, Elaine, Marla, Ken, Vernette, Roberta, Judy, Linda, Paul, 
Toni, Kerry, Jim, Caryl, Gale, and Cor.  Be our stronghold at all 
times. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to 
understanding and reconciliation between people of other faiths and 
other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and 
heal wounds we have caused one another. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your 
saints. Give us hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and 
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
The assembly greets one another in the name of the Lord with 
phrases like “Peace be with you.”  If you have your phone available, 
text a word of peace to someone who is worshiping alone. 
 
OFFERING AND PRAYER  
 
The offering plate is brought forward as a sign of the good gifts, 
ourselves included, God has given us.  
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Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered 
to bless all who are suffering and in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Meal 
The assembly stands as they are comfortable. 

 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER… 
                                                                   join their unending hymn 
Holy, holy, holy are you, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are filled with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
The minister continues the eucharistic prayer. 
….We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 
 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of 
mercy. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
All are seated. Please take time to prepare yourselves and your 
communion elements. 
 
We prioritize people with mobility issues. We invite you to come 
forward in your own time and take a position at the altar that is most 
accessible for you. 
 
SONG DURING COMMUNION    
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
Sending 
 
BLESSING  
 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 
bless you now and forever. 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you, 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy, 
The Lord look upon you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
Amen  
 
SENDING HYMN        The Church's One Foundation            ELW 654 
             
1 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
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 and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
3 Though with a scornful wonder 
 this world sees her oppressed, 
 by schisms rent asunder, 
 by heresies distressed, 
 yet saints their watch are keeping; 
 their cry goes up: "How long?" 
 And soon the night of weeping 
 shall be the morn of song. 
 
4 Through toil and tribulation 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 
 of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 
 her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious 
 shall be the church at rest. 
 
5 Yet she on earth has union 
 with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 
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 Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, 
 may see you face to face. 
  
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
POSTLUDE 
 
From Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen. Copyright 1990 by Gia Publications, Inc. Used by  
permission. All rights reserved.  
From PODCAST and PRINT STREAMED WITH. PERMISSION UNDER ONE LICENSE #A-715297 
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 166234  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Eucharistic Prayer- Nathan Nettleton, used with permission 
Litanies of Welcome and Farewell-Interim Ministry Network, Baltimore, Maryland 

 
Presiding Minister                              Pastor Joyce Gulliford 
Assisting Minister             Bob and Elsy Eggert 
Lector      Ray Silhan III 
Organist      Rosita Yao 
Guitarist      Christopher Vincent and Pastor Adam Dowd 
Greeters      Arlene Danielson 
Ushers      Marilynn Sells and Debbie McNichols 
Acolyte       Judy Padera 
Video                                                            Arlene Danielson and Sherry Sejnost 
 

 
Announcements 10-26-2025 

 
Wine and Candles this month are provided by Karen Lind. 
 
Day Light Savings Time On November 2nd do not forget to move 
your clocks back 1 hour. 
 
All Saints - Sunday, November 2nd, is All Saints Sunday. Please 
write names of your sainted loved ones in the binder at the entrance 
to the sanctuary so their names may be read aloud during service. 
Additionally, bring a picture or a memento of them to be placed on 
the altar. 
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Proof Join Darien Arts Council on their performance of Proof, a 
story of family, love and the fine line between genius and madness, 
on November 12 and 13 at 7:00 PM. in Fellowship Hall.  Tickets at 
the door are $20.00 
 
Synopsis of Proof: 
Catherine has inherited her late father’s mathematical brilliance, but 
she is haunted by the fear that she might also share his debilitating 
mental illness. She has spent years caring for her now-deceased 
father, and upon his death, she feels left alone to pick up the pieces of 
her life without him. Caught between a new-found connection with 
Hal, one of her father’s former students, and the reappearance of her 
brother, Clarence, Catherine finds both her world and her mind 
growing increasingly unstable. Then Hal discovers a groundbreaking 
proof among the 103 notebooks Catherine’s father left behind, and 
Catherine is forced to further question how much of her father’s 
genius or madness will she inherit. Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
Drama, David Auburn’s Proof is a passionate, intelligent story about 
fathers and daughters, the nature of genius, and the power of love. 
 
Please pray for members:  
David Solorzano  Mark Alterson   Art Sejnost 
Aimee Jimenez   Donna Motes    Elaine Sherman 
Marla Suda   Ken Gulliford    Vern Sima 
Kerry Spitznagle   Roberta Sejnost   Judy Padera 
Linda Matta   Paul Ristau   Toni Blesy 
Jim Eckwall    Cor Peterson    Caryl Schaer  
Gale Dyskie  
  
A full list of relatives, friends, and military personnel for whom 
we pray is emailed weekly on Friday.  
 
Last Week’s Giving – $2219.00 
Electronic Donation for the month of September- $1533.82 
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THIS WEEK AT LORD OF LIFE 

Sunday          10/26 10:00 AM Worship 
      12:00 PM  Loving Word 
Tuesday        10/28 5:00 PM  Overeaters Anonymous 
Wednesday  10/29 10:00 AM Bible Study  

7:00 PM    One Day at a Time  
Thursday   10/30 5:00 PM  Dance Academy 
      5:00 PM  Darien Arts Council 
Friday           10/31 9:30 AM    Cards 
Saturday   11/1  9:00 AM  SDA 
Sunday          11/2  Day Light Savings    

   10:00 AM    Worship  
12:00 PM    Loving Word 
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